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Methamphetamine Impact: Colorado Statistics 

The majority of U.S. counties report Meth is their most serious drug problem—more than cocaine and 
marijuana combined.i  The RAND Corporation’s Drug Policy Research Center estimates that the total 
annual cost of Meth abuse in 2005 to the U.S. is approximately $23.4 billion.ii  The increase in Meth use 
in states across the U.S., including Colorado, is contributing to this enormous national burden. Meth use 
in Colorado has led to increased crime, lost productivity, larger jail and prison populations, and is directly 
correlated to domestic violence and child abuse, adversely impacting families and children.   
 

Meth Use  
• Meth use in Colorado is considerably higher than the national average and, according to the U.S. 

Department of Justice, methamphetamine is a primary drug threat to Coloradoiii 
• Colorado ranks #8 in the country for total Meth use in the past year by people aged 12 and olderiv 
• Nearly 75% of all Colorado Meth users in 2007 reported first using Meth before age 25, including 

41% who started at 17 or youngerv 
• The annual cost to the state in direct, indirect, and intangibles is estimated at $1.4 billion.vi 

 
Meth-related Crime  

• Colorado ranks #6 in the U.S. for per capita identity theftvii 
• Law enforcement sources indicate that methamphetamine addictions are responsible for almost 

two-thirds of identity theft crimes in Coloradoviii 
• Colorado reported one of the highest percentage increases in Meth-related crime in the country, 

with an increase of 95% between 2000-2005 ix 
• Nearly one-third of all drug related offenses in Colorado in 2007 were Meth-related, 56% higher 

than the national averagex 
• More than 70% of Colorado counties report increased out-of-home placements for children due to 

Meth usexi 
 

Meth Treatment 
• In 2007, 5,500 individuals entered treatment for methamphetamine abuse, according to U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Servicesxii  
• Colorado’s  percentage share of Meth treatment in the U.S is 2.3 times higher than the relative 

share of the U.S. populationxiii 
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